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"Mk2“ EMPATHY CONTOUR BREASTPLATE

Research & Development /Design features

The unique improved “Mk2" Empathy breastplate, is a careful
blend of ancient and proven harness systems with new
lightweight materials that combine strength with low maintenance
and maximum comfort.

Research into the ideal breastplate shape has been meticulously
researched right back to the days of the charioteers of ancient
Greece. Study of load bearing areas and the horse’s skeletal
and muscular anatomy have all been taken into consideration.
The result is a breastplate that combines the load bearing and
efficiency of a full breastplate, but with lightness and a more
versatile and adjustable fitting.

The “Mk2” Empathy works with the horse’s conformation instead
of against it, by allowing greater freedom of movement through
the shoulder area, enabling the horse to pull a load with minimal
restriction to limb movement or pressure on the shoulder joint.

Suitable for:

* Facilitating best possible paces and freedom of movement in any
horse or pony.

* Hugely advantageous to animals with a low headset.

* Animals with shoulder lameness from strains or old injuries or
stiffness to the shoulder.

* Horses or ponies that tend to shorten their stride when in draft.

¢ |n order to maintain the curved
shape, it is sturdily made with a
central core of ZILCO strapping
for maximum sfrength under the
foughest of marathon conditions.

«  Soff padded waffie lining on
bearing surfaces of breastplate
wither and martingale,

°  Quick Release connection for
fraces.

e All Stainless steel fittings.




“MK2” EMPATHY - parts

FITTING INSTRUCTIONS

Itis important to pay attention to correct fitting.
This is not a collar (there is a tendency to fit it
too low where a collar would usually lie). Aim
to allow the breasfplate to sit so that it lies flat
against the horses chest (Angle fit) and at the
correct height to leave the windpipe free, and
the points of the shoulder free (Height fit).

1. Height fit- first look at the height at which your
EMPATHY breastplate should fit. The bony shoulder joint

should be clear of the breastplate, and positioned
Small Breastplate Set just below the upward sweep of the breastplate

& Shetland/Small pony each side. The windpipe should be free of the
480122 breastplate, so that the windpipe is not restricted
in any way. Once you have established the correct

Set compirises: height, you can look at the angle fit.

a. Breasiplate 480024
b. Wither Strap 480128
c. Martingale 480129
d. Quick Release trace fittings

2. Angle fit- the breastplate should lie flat against
the horse, so that neither the top edge nor the
bottom edge dig in. There are 3 positions for the
wither straps. The buckle pieces each side are
480022 re-moveable so that you can select what works
best for your horse. You may use the front two
positions, or the back two positions, or one front
and one back position. You can also use different
holes on the wither strap. Do not think that you
have to use the same holes. You may need to have
the front strap on a lower hole than the back one.
All these options are there to be used, and help to
custom fit the breastplate to suit the conformation
of your particular horse. For example, a horse
with a broad chest and low set neck (Fjord,
Exmoor, Shetland etc) may need the breastplate
to be tipped at a greater angle than a horse with
a very upright shoulder or high set neck (hackney/
Gelderlander etc)

3. Martingale- the martingale is padded, because
it needs to lie a little more snugly than a normal
false martingale. It helps to keep the breasiplate in
the optimum position, flat against the horse.

Once you have fitted the breastplate as above,
there is a little more work to do! The first few
times you use the breastplate, wafch carefully
to see if your adjustments are working. Is the
breastplate staying flat against the horse when he
is in draft? Get someone on the ground to walk
alongside and waich. It is common to make a
few more adjustments until you are satisfied that
the breastplate is positioned correctly. Also be
Pony 480222 aware that you need to work the horse in his new
Cob 480322 breastplate regularly before going off to do a tough
Full 480422 marathon. The bearing area is slightly different to
a straight breastplate and you need to allow the

“Mk2" EMPATHY
Standard Breastplate Set

Seé COT‘D nsl? s horse time to get used to this, like you would if you
e Riaastpile - 43{';3‘;2 had a new pair of walking shoes.
b. Wither Strap Can you see that shoulder joint working and flexing?
Pony 480228 If you can't see it, the breastplate is too low.
Cob 480328 Every horse is a slightly different shape, so if you
Full 480428 use the breastplate on more than one animal, you
c. Martingale may need to re-adjust each time.
Pony 480229 You will see that the Empathy breasiplate is not as long
Cob 480329 | asan ordinary breastplate This is because it does not

Full 480429 . needtobelong! Pressure tests prove that the only part

d. Quick Release trace fittings of the collar that really take heavy pressure against the
480022 horse are the front and shoulder area, in the same way

that a full neck breastplate does.




